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On the Importation of mewpicant Foreigners, 
To mortal Men great Loads allotted be; 
But of all Packs, no Pack like Poverty. HERRICK. 


HE Ingenuity and Importance of the following Letter, juftly entitle it to a 


lace in this Paper. 


Jo the INDEPENDENT REFLECTOR. 


SIR, 
AM one of thofe, who, from their natural Difpofition, and a Senfe of Duty, 


are ftrongly urged to pity and alleviate the Wants of human Nature: Nor is 

there one, in the whole Catalogue of Chriftian Vertues, that fo much commands 
my Efteem, as Gharity.--- I behold, with Eyes of Sorrow and Commifcration, the 
afflictive Condition of the Poor of this City; who, at length, are become fo vaft 
‘ a Burden to its Inhabitants, as, in a great Meafure, to reftrict the Exercife of that 
‘ amiable Vertue, in favour of its moft worthy Objects. But, befides thofe abject 
¢ Sufferers, who, by the Frowns of Providence, have been caft into the Hands of their’ 
‘ more happy Fellow-Citizeris; we are throng’d with Foreigners, who are alfo the 
‘ Subjeéts of ftill greater Mourning and Defolation. Our Streets are daily crowded 
« with Germans, whofe thin and ghaftly Forms, more refembling Speftres than Men, 
© are deeply imprefled with the difmal Traces of Famine, Sicknefs, Penury, and 
© Nakednefs. Thefe unhappy Wretches, allured by delufive Promifes, and vifionary 
‘ Profpeéts, of a comfortable Subfiftance, have forfaken their native Climes, to linger 
‘ out their Lives amongft us, in the moft miferable inactive State of Poverty and 
‘ Indigence. Hopeful Means to fettle this Infant Colofty ! --- To what exceffive 
* Calamities, muft thefe forlorn Creatures, unaffifted by the Charitable and Benevolent, 
* be reduced! and to a generous Mind, how painful the Prevention of diftributing the 
* Bleffings of Profperity, to the Needy and Diftrefled ! For what avails the moft deep 
* and affecting Senfe of their Mifery ; while the Regard we owe our own Country, 
‘ denies us the Liberty of eafing the Weight of their Misfortunes, by a compaffionate 
* Contribution to their Support! It is our Duty to feed the Hungry; to cloath the 
* Naked, and to comfort the Sick: Yet amidft the moft fervent Exercifes of Charity, 
* we are to remember, that the Interefb of the Public claims our continual Aid : 
‘ Nor fhould we difpenfe our Bounties, with an unlimited Profufion, to the Poor, 
* while they are fome of the greateft Evils, to which civil Society is expofed.---Thus 
* we muft often fhut the Bowels of our Mercy, or injure the Community, of which 
we are Members.---Thus that which is vertuous in Theory, becomes vicious in 
Pradtice ;--- and while the mercenary Individual oppreffes the Public, by perpetrating 
* the moft inhuman Actions, the honeft Man is reftrained by the Love of his Country, 


even irom exercifing the Offices of Humanity and Generofity. Reficctions of this 
* Sort 
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* Sort muff, naturally, enkindle our Refentment, againft thofe who think it venial 
* to enrich themfelves, by crowding this City with fo many unhappy Objects of Charity. 
* Would they import none whofe Indigence would render them burthenfom to the Public, 
* their Pretences to fuppl7 us with Servants, improve us in Handycrafts, and fettle our 
* Lands, might be fufficiently juftifiable : But an Increafe of the Number of our Poor, 
* occafioned by the Importation of fickly, helplefs and mendicant Foreigners, can 
© evidently anfwer neither of thofe valuable Purpofes. 


‘Iw fhort, Mr. Refleftor, as the Redrefs of Injuries of this Kind, is properly within 
* your Defign ; and you have already given manifeft Proofs, both of your Capacity, and 
* the Honefty of your Intentions; it would rejoice me much, fhould this Matter be 
€ thought worthy of your Notice. I doubt not, that e’er long, you will have the 
* Satisfaction to refieét, that your wrebly Labeurs pafs not unreguarded, by thoie to 
* whofe Care, the Welfare of this City and Province is entrufted : For which you may 
* always depend upon the hearty Prayers, and fincere Withes, of 
Your conflant Reader, and bumble Servant, 
T.D. 
Di Patrii, fervate domum, fervati nepotem, 
Veftrum hoc augurium, veflroque in numine Troja ¢/2. VirG. 
CHarity and PATRrgforisM are in their Natures, Vertues diftinguifhing!y excellent, 
and merit the profoundeft Reverence, in whatever Circumftances they recommend 
themfelves to our View: To pay, therefore, no greater Refpect to my worthy 
Correfpondent, who fo eminently poffeffes both, than a private Perufal of his Letrer, 
would effentially derogate’from the Character of the /ndependent Refleftor. For which 
Reafon, I beg Leave, to trouble the Public, with a brief Confideration of the Subject 
of his Complaint. 


Tue Importation of indigent Foreigners, into this Infant Country, either for /upplying 
us with domeftic Servants, or our Improvement in Handycrafts and Hujfbandry, is a Matter, 
which, in my Opinion, fhould always meet with due Encouragement: But as they 
cannot poffibly anfwer any other laudable Ends ; it is undeniably true, that thofe who 
are not fit for fome or other of thofe Occupations, muft neceflarily become a Burden 
to the Public. The Grievance complained of, confifts not in the Importation of able, 
and induftrious Germans, unincumbered with the Load of numerous Familics; for 
they, be their Number ever fo large, could all find Employments, in which they 
might be ufeful both to themfelves and Society. But it is abfurd,---it is criminal, to 
ftock the Province with fuch, as, from their natural Indolence, their Ignorance of 
even the meaneft Arts of Life, their bodily Infirmities, or the unhappy Circumttances 
of their Families, are abfolutely ‘ncapable of advancing the Intereft of the Countries 
into which they are imported; with fuch as ‘troll about our Streets in Idlenefs, 
loitering in the moft preffing Difficulties: Thefe are not only ufelefs and infignilicant 
Drones in Society; their Beggary and Indigence prove a moft grievous Tax, upon the 
Induftry, and other focial Qualifications of our Inhabitants. To this calamitous 
Condition are they reduced, by the Inhumanity of thoie, who can, without the lcaft 
Reluctance, facrifice the Happinefs of their Fellow-Creatures, and the Intereft of the Public, 
to the mean, tho’ felf-delighting Profpects, of an unjuft Acceffion to their Affiuence. 


A Country, fuch as was ours in its original Settlement, containing within its 
Boundaries, the mgft extenfive Tracts unpeopled and unimproved, was naturally expoied 
to an Inundation of Foreigners. Senfible of this were our * primitive Rulers, who 
thought it neceflary to guard us with a Law, and fet their Authority, as a Wall, around 
us. They nated, that every Foreigner, who thould come to inhabit this Province, not 

having 





— 
© The firft Afimbly after the Revolution : See Laws of New-York, Chap. 6. 
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having a vifible Eftate, or manual Occupation, fhould give fufficient Security, againft 
his falling a Burden upon the Parifh in which he fhould refide. They alfo made it penal 
to Mafters of Veficls, neglecting to inform the Mayor of the City of New-York, of the 
Number, Qualities’ and Conditions of their Paffengers, within twenty-four Hours after 
their Arrival; and laid them under an Obligation, to re-tranfport thofe who could not 
find Security. About thirty Years after, our Legiflature, jealous of the Provincial 
Intereft, and fearful of the foreign Invafions of Beggary and Idlenefs, pafled another Law 
to the like Purpofe ; by which, Mafters of Veflels were required to carry their Paflengers 
back to the Places from whence they came, under the Penalty of Fifty Pounds, or give 
Security, inthe like Sum, to indemnify the Parifh. ‘Thus armed with legal Authority, 
we might be effectually guarded againft any but home-bred Poverty and Indolence, would 
all our Magiftrates exert an equal AGtivity, in the Execution of their public Duties. But, 
alas! far from feeling the happy Effects of the Influence of thofe Laws, one would 
naturally imagine, that either thro’ Antiquity, or Neglect, they are grown defpicable in 
our own Eyes, and have entirely loft their original Authority ; and yet, never was their 
Execution fo immediately neceflary to the Welfare of this Province, as at prefent. 


Tue Smaill-Pox, by its difmal Contagion, has fpoiled the Habitations of our Poor, 
aggravated the Sufferings of thofe Dereliéts of Fortune, tothe higheft Degree of Mifery, 
and cruelly roughened the grim Countenance of a hoary and threatning Winter. The 
Support of their Lives is become intollerably expenfive ; has exhaufted the public Fund 
raifed for that Purpofe, and reduced our Church-Wardens, to the Neceffity of borrowing 
One Hundred and Fifty Pounds, upon the Credit of the future Year. Moreover, a great 
Number of lately-imported Germans, of which our chief Magi/trate, and Father of the 
City, has, perhaps, never had an Account, tho’ the above Aéts ordain it under very 
fevere Penalties, muft be provided for at the private Expence of our Citizens. TheReafon 
of this is very evident: It is becaufe our Laws are not put in Execution, and the Mafters 
of Veffels, by whom thefe Foreigners were imported, have not been required by the 
Mayor, (who has always claimed it as his Right,) to give Security to indemnify the 
Parifh: For it would be the higheft Abfurdity, to fuppofe that thofe Mafters would 
voluntarily forfeit Fifty Pounds for each, by fuffering their Paflengers to beg for their 
Subfiftence, had they actually given Security : Befides which, I am informed, that they 
have been indulged (who dare fay for what Reafon) in deferring a Submiffion to the 
Laws, till by the Death, or Sale of moft of their Paflengers, they may be reduced to fo 
{mall a Number, as will render it lefs hazardous to the Maflers of Veffels, to comply 
with the Prefcriptions of the Acts. But whether the Eafe and Gain of a few Individuals, 
is a juftifiable Reafon for oppreffing the whole Community, I fubmit to the Determination 
of the honeft and intelligent Reader. B. 





+ See Laws of New-York, Chap. 410. 
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The Author, according to bis Promifz, now takes the ity to infert fuch Part of the 
Letter figned Atticus, as in his Opinion, falls within the Defign of lis Paper. 


To the INpEPENDENT ReFLecTor. 
SIR, 


‘ HEN a bafe and fervile Adherence to the private Schemes of a Party, has 
‘ obliterated that Harmony and Union, which conftitutes the Glory of a State, 
* it not only erafes from the Breatt, the godlike Paffions of Generofity and Benevolence ; 
* but oftentimes imperceptibly warps the Judgment, and throws a wrong Biafs. upon its 
* calmeft Determinations. Hence we find, an Opinion will be formed of a Writer and 
*his Defigns, from a pre-conceived Notion, that a Perfon of this felfith contraéted Turn, 
‘has imbibed of his civil or religious Principles. Let an Author profefs the utmoft 
* Neutrality to Party-Animofities, and write with all the Candor and Impartiali Puy 
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« profefles ; yet the Man who beholds every Object thro’ the delufive Medium of his 
‘ darling Paffion, havirig made a fhrewd Guefs at the Author, can very readily {py outa 
‘ political Licentioufnefs, in the jufteft Freedom of Enquiry ; or infer an unfcriptural 
‘ Herefy, from the moft rational Difcourfe on Religion. When he {ets himfelf to expofe 
‘ the Corruption and Venality of the civil Officer, and the pious Arts of the orthodox 
‘ Ecclefiaftic, Bigotry and Tyranny will always raife a hideous Clamour of Atheifm 
* and Faction. 

© You, Sir, cannot expect any Share of the Aura Populeris, or Gale of Favour, to 
* blow from this Quarter. A Writer who would employ his Genius in the Service of 
“the Public, muft have Conftancy enough to bear the fevereft Reproaches; and a 
* Refolution even to fuffer the AZartyrdom of his Reputation. 


‘ Bur, I am fo much prejudiced in Favour of my Countrymen, that I queftion not, 
‘ there are many Readers, among them, unfhackled with the Fetters of Prejudice,--- 
‘ Friends to a juft Freedom of Thought, and Independency of Reflection. Tho’ thefe 
* may be few in Number ; yet I doubt not, as an INDEPENDENT REFLECTOR, you 
* will efteeem the Applaufe of One fuch, preferable to the Shout of a Million of abject 
* Slaves and contracted Bigots.. In an Age of general Depravity of Manners, the 
‘ Influence of Probity and Good-Senfe is always flow, and gains Ground by imperceptible 
‘ Degrees : But tho’ the ftitl Voice of Reafon be not conftantly attended to ; yet the 
‘ will force a Paflage at laft, and triumph over popular Prejudices and private Pailions. 


‘As your profefled Intention is, to point out the Abufes that have crept into our 
* little State ; and to offer fuch Propofals to your Fellow-Citizens, as you think will 
* have the beft Tendency to correct or remove them,---every Friend to the Interett of 
* his Country, muft approve and applaud the Defign. As your declared Motive is, 
* to oppofe the Encroachments of Corruption, and the illegal Domination of Men in 
* Power,---the difinterefted Patriot will animate and encourage you. As Prophanenefs 
* on the one Hand, and Superftition on the other, are equally to feel the Strokes of your 
* Difpleafure,--- the rational Religionift will rejoice at the Difcovery of an Advocate. 


© Tue Life of a periodical! Author, like that of a Chriftian, is a continued Warfare 
* upon Earth. While there are fuch Paffions as Malice, Hatred, and Envy, he can no 
“mote hope to efcape the Cenfure and I]-Will of thofe, whofe profefled Principles 
* he’ combats, or whofe concealed Practices he detects and expofes, than a celebrated 
« Beauty, can expect to avoid the Obloquy and Detraction, of the lefs comely Part of her 
* Sex, 
‘Bur if you, Sir, (as you have declared) are exerting your Talents in the real 
* Service of your Country, im Vindication of the civil and facred Rights of Mankind, 
‘and in the Promotion of Virtue and Good-Manners among your Fellow-Citizens , 
* no innocent Perfon will have Ke.‘on to complain, that he has been injured by you, 
* in his Eftate, in his Office, or in his Reputation. This Reflection will aftord you a 
* folid and well-grounded Sausfaction,. amidit the unreatonable Ceniures of your 
* Enemies: And you will have the Happinets, to retire at laft from the public View, 
‘ confeious of having aéted from a benevolent Regard to the Good of the Society, of 
‘which you are a Member; and becoming the Charader you have afiumed of an 
‘INDEPENDENT REFLECTOR. 
ATTICUS. 
THE Gentleman, whe bas fe frong a Senfe of the Value of Liberty, and fo juft an Abhorrince of 
Slavery, may be affured, that the Fa&s be bas Juggefted, fooll be made a prcper Ufe of in feme 
Suture Paper :--- Nor ts the Author indifferent, to the Continuation of the Corre/pond.uce of a Wviter, fo 
ardently inflanied with the Love of bis Country. 
Lalfe acknowledze the Receipt of a fecond | etter from my copious Corre/pondent, Shadrech Picbiawus, 
(who I hope will not forget bis Promile of filling a Ream ) ewhich fall be inferted the for fi Opportunity. 
¢ 
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